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around for a long time, and it is at- 
tracting attention just because the 
word “witch” was mentioned. 

The facts in this case are spellbind- 
ing. Witch Rongen, who runs a school 
for witches called the Witches Home- 
stead, reportedly offers the Nether- 
lands’ only program that certifies 
witches. She says she is getting applica- 
tions from as far off as Australia and 
Dubai, and that her one-year course, 
which costs about 2,000 euros (rough- 
ly $2,500), is attractive to many people 
who have reached a dead end and want 
to change their lives. 

The court ruling reportedly involves 
Maaike Buurman, an actress/artist. A 
student of Witch Rongen, Ms. Buur- 
man learned how to use crystal balls 
and prepare herbs, make potions, cast 
spells, and ply other witchcraft skills. 
Witch Rongen defines a witch to be a 
wise woman or man who knows about 
the magic of life in general and the 
magic of the earth in particular. She 
claims to teach apprentices all they 
need to know to become a witch, using 
magic as a force for good. See Reuters, 
“Witchcraft Training Gets Tax Break,” 
9/28/05 (www.religionnewsblog.com). 

How did Rongen’s apprentice con- 
vince the court that she was profit mo- 
tivated? Was the judge bewitched by a 
twitch of her nose? Did she slip the 
judge a potion that smelled like tur- 
pentine and looked like India ink? Is it 
true he held his nose, he closed his 


eyes, and took a drink? No, wait— 
that’s Love Potion No. 9. 

Alas, the overseas reports contain 
no notion of a potion. According to the 
Reuters article, the witch-apprentice 
used her training in order to start giv- 
ing workshops, so she used the course 
to extend her professional knowledge. 
(The Apprentice Witch? We foresee an- 
other Donald Trump spinoff here.) 
Another article attributes Rongen’s 
own profit motive to her classes, sell- 
ing products such as blessed magic 
candles (for about $8 each) and Eng- 
lish-language CDs on witchcraft, and 
holding five-day summer camps for 
children as young as 12. She reportedly 
has employed her offspring (yes, the 
son of a witch) and his girlfriend— 
also a witch—to help. 

Shop Talk questions the premise 
that attending witchcraft school affects 
the likelihood of employment (well, at 
least there’s broom for doubt). We 
couldn't find any Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics data as to employment for U.S. 
witches, but that doesn’t mean that 
wicked witches won't willingly cast a 
curse for cash or seek to sell spells or 
selected specimens of eye of salaman- 
der to the superstitious. 

With the smash success of the 
Broadway musical Wicked—not to 
mention that billion-dollar phenom 
Harry Potter—it certa:..., seems as 
if cauldrons of cash are to be made 
working witchcraft as a moneymak- 


er theme. You don’t have to be the 
Wizard of Oz, however, to realize 
that the profits are being generated 
by (and redound to) the producers 
directors, writers, and actors, none 
of whom (to our knowledge) pro- 
fesses to be a witch, warlock, or 
weirdo. 

At first blush, this looks like one of 
those issues where it is “obvious” that 
no deduction is allowable. As with any 
iteration of magic, however, there may 
be more to this question than meets 
the eye. What if our “apprentice witch” 
was a cast member in Wicked or was 
working as an extra in a Harry Potter 
movie—would all the requirements of 
Section 162 be met? (It might depend 
on whether the professional skills be- 
ing employed were those of an actor or 
those of a witch.) What if our hypo- 
thetical apprentice already worked ina 
house of horrors and was simply try- 
ing to enhance existing skills? 

So, as in the Netherlands, the tax 
consequences of a U.S. course in 
witchcraft may depend on all the facts 
and circumstances. To our knowledge 
(and our Intel-powered crystal ball), 
this issue has never been ruled on by 
any U.S. court or the IRS. If you were a 
U.S. Tax Court judge with a future sor- 
cerer/curse-caster standing before you, 
demanding deductibility for witchcraft 
training as an educational expense, 
witch way would you rule? 
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